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Itayama outcrop(Ina City)
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You can see that the rocks in the inner zone (cata-
clastic granite) and the rocks in the outer zone
(cataclastic schist) are in contact with each other.
The Median Tectonic Line acts as the boundary.
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Looking north from the shrine at the top of the
outcrop, you can see the straight valley of the
Median Tectonic Line.
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Kitagawa outcrop(Oshika Village)
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Anko outcrop(Oshika Village)
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Median Tectonic Line Outcrops in Minami-Alps Geopark
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The Median Tectonic Line (MTL) is one of the
longest geological faults in Japan, which was
formed about 100 million years ago. As a result
of repeated fault activity, different rocks came
into contact with each other.

Across the Median Tectonic Line, the Sea of
Japan side is called the “inner zone” and the
Pacific side is called the “outer zone”
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Mizoguchi outcrop(Ina City)
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Around 15 million years ago, magma penetrated
between the rocks in the inner and outer zones.
This is called a dike.
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Looking at the other side of the outcrop, you can
see the Median Tectonic Line extending toward
the Bungui Pass.
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Hodono outcrop(lida City)
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The ridge on the right side of the outcrops has
moved to the north (front of the photo), and the
ridge on the left side has moved to the south (back
of the photo). Because the geographical features
were formed recently, the Median Tectonic Line in

the Southern Alps area is re-starting newer activi-
ties and is considered to be an "active fault"



